














Activities 2008 2009

January February March April May June July August September October November December January February March

CEOS Plenary

CEOS SIT
(Strategic Implementation Team)

CEOS WGISS
(Working Group on Information
Systems & Services)

CEOS WGCV
(Working Group on Calibrationand
Validation)

CEOS WGEdu
(Working Group on Education,
Training, and Capacity Building)

IGOS Partners
(Integrated Global Observing 
Systems)

GEO
(Group on Earth Observations)

Others

A Note from the New Chair    

There is no doubt that CEOS efforts 
have found relevance and make 

impact in global Earth observation 
initiatives. In continuing to build on 
this momentum, CEOS must ensure 
continuous alignment with increasing 
stakeholder needs by adhering to the 
following key guidelines:

• Review and assess means of improving 
or refining the relationship with GEO

• Evolving the concept of the 
Virtual Constellations into a tangible 

implementation program,
• Steadfastly manage the transitioning 

process from IGOS–P into GEO
• Encourage agencies to continue 

availing resources in order to realise CEOS 
objectives

All of the above requires that the 
harmonic relations between the various 
CEOS structures such as Chair, GEO, 
Secretariat, SIT, Working Groups 
and Task Forces be maintained and 
streamlined where appropriate.  It also 
requires that CEOS ensures its visibility 
in new international initiatives that may 
arise. 

During my tenure as chair, I will 
specifically drive the Data Democracy 
theme since I believe that accessibility 
of data by end users, which is analogous 

Ms. Pontsho Maruping, 
CSIR (South Africa), 2008 CEOS Chair

 CRESDA will be introduced in the next 
issue of the CEOS Newsletter.

to the last–mile access principle in 
telecommunications, is paramount 
importance for developing countries 
as well as a key component for building 
the Global Earth Observation System of 
Systems (GEOSS).

I would like to thank the previous 
chair, Ms Barbara Ryan and USGS for the 
outstanding contributions and particular 
leadership she bestowed on CEOS.  Allow 
me also to welcome the Center for the 
Development of Industrial Technology 
(CDTI) of Spain and China Center for 
Resources Satellite Data and Application 
(CRESDA)* as the new members to 
CEOS.
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Meeting Calendar As of February 2008

16–18
SIT-22
JAXA/Tokyo,Japan

25–29
WGISS–25 and WGCV-28
Joint Meeting
Hainan,China

23–24
SIT–21
NOAA/Mass.,USA

28–30
WGEdu-9
INPE/Brazil

   10–12
IGWCO Workshop
WMO/Geneva

20–22
CEOS-GEO 
Task Workshop
NOAA/Silver Spring, 
USA

28–30
IGOS-P15
UNESCO-HQ/Paris,
France

WGCV-29
France

14–16
GEOSS-AP2 Symposium
GEO/Tokyo,Japan

22–26
WGISS-26
NOAA/Boulder,USA

15–
CEOP/AWCI
Geneva, Switzerland

GEO ADC
IEEE/

10–13
22nd CEOS Plenary
CSIR/George, SA

GEOSS-AP3 Symposium
GEO/Bangkok,Thailand




